
Canada Council Readings with Wine Reception

“The Prodigal Tongue”
with author Mark Abley

Wednesday
March 4, 2009
5:30 p.m.

Jewish Public Library
5151, Côte -Ste-Catherine Road
Admission free but registration 
required. Limited seating.
To reserve tickets, please call:
(514) 345-6416
Info: (514) 345-2627 ext. 3017
Wine Reception
Free parking at the YM-YWHA.

R e a d i n g s

Mark Abley was born in England, grew up in Western Canada, and at-
tended Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship. In 1983 he moved 
to Montreal. He spent 16 years working as a feature writer, literary 
columnist and book-review editor for the Montreal Gazette, winning 
a National Newspaper Award for critical writing. In 2003 he returned 
to a freelance life, although he continues to write the “Watchwords” 
column for the newspaper. He has produced three books of poetry, 
most recently The Silver Palace Restaurant (2004), but Abley is best 
known as a writer of non-fiction works such as Spoken Here: Travels 
among threatened languages (2003), which led to Abley being awarded 
a Guggenheim Fellowship and his latest book, The Prodigal Tongue: Dis-
patches From the Future of English (Random House of Canada, 2008). 

Mark Abley will talk about language past and present. He will discuss the 
rapid changes now affecting many languages, English in particular, from 
text-messaging and blogging to Spanglish and Asian English. And he will 
read from The Prodigal Tongue.

Introduced by Joel Yanofsky, Montreal journalist and author of Mordecai 
and Me: An Appreciation of a Kind.

Books and autographs available. 

With the assistance of the Canada 
Council for the Arts and the Depart-
ment of Canadian Heritage through 
the Interdepartmental Partnership 
with Official Language Communities 
(IPOLC).


